
 Y’all know this saying?  It’s what’s on the inside that counts.   
Mostly, I support the sentiment.  Consider how many girls grow up constantly being told, “You’re so pretty!”  Or 
something like that.  It happens some to boys, but mostly girls.  The message becomes, “The outside of you is the 
most important part of you.”  Then we wonder why young women struggle with body image issues, eating disorders, 
depression, cutting, suicide attempts?  Particularly when those comments shift from, “How beautiful you look…” to 
later years and, “You look so…tired…,” or, “Really?  Another piece of pizza…,” or, “Stop being catty; I’m just paying 
you a compliment!”   
 What’s on the inside matters most.  Treating anyone as if physical appearance is most critical isn’t holy.  It’s 
rude. But applying that adage beyond human bodies can get complicated.  Take, for instance, the look of a church.  
A deep part of me thinks, “Who cares?!  Pick up the trash.  Arrange the chairs nicely.  But don’t waste money on 
pointless stuff.”   
 Like parking lots.  At my last church, we raised money to redo our lot and I was conflicted.  The current lot 
had tractor-sized potholes.  Something needed doing, I knew.  But why not rip out old asphalt, level the dirt and 
spend the remaining money on feeding the poor (and not on more impervious surfaces that contribute to polluted 
watersheds)?  Doesn’t matter if it “looked” different.  It’s what’s on the inside…right? 
I didn’t win that argument.  And for good reason.  For starters, I hadn’t fully thought through the issue of muddy 
church shoes after rain!  Plus, it would’ve made our church stand out awkwardly in suburban Minneapolis.  Not a 
problem, per se, but we’d need a super important reason to be different to make that uniqueness effective. 
Because sometimes what’s on the outside counts too.  Poorly tended church grounds might communicate that we’d 
rather spend time and money on helping people.  More likely, outsiders think, “These folks are lazy!”  Or too tired.  
Or don’t believe in themselves.  Not good.   
 Context matters too.  I’ve parked in dirt lots in country churches and haven’t thought twice.  That’s expected.  
What’s expected in East Montgomery is different, and must be considered.   
After all, when it comes to church, what’s on the inside is less important than the outside.  FYI, I’m talking more 
now about people than buildings.  I mean, I love y’all and am impressed by you, amazed how much you look out for 
each other, support one another when needs arise.  
But First Christian isn’t here for us.   
 God calls us to make a difference in the lives of our neighbors, to support the city’s common good.  Reaching 
outside ourselves shouldn’t seem optional.  For instance, Trunk or Treat for our own families is great; safe, 
wholesome, fun.  But I’m glad we changed the time this year to try making it better for families beyond ours 
(whether that worked or not!).  Because that involved thinking outside ourselves, which is the goal of church.  Let’s 
keep it up! 
 Take Advent.  This year, we have Advent Calendar material for every FCC family and friend who wants 
them.  It’s 28 cards on which are printed a daily prayer or activity.  Call this active Advent waiting.  So you turn over 
one card per day.  It might say, “Leave a quarter in every bubblegum machine you see.”  You do that simple task, 
and so care for others instead of just the typical Christmas stress.  FCC’s Facebook page will “turn over” a card daily, 
if you’d prefer doing this on-line.  If you don’t Facebook, but like email, let me know and I’ll ensure you’re included. 
One thing I like is these cards’ look.  It’s a suburban-chic, post-hipster feel that, as a 35-year-old suburban dad, 
seems attractive.  Hopefully, that matches our neighborhood too.  And that’s the point.  We’re an awesome church, I 
believe.  You’re awesome people.  What’s going on inside FCC inspires and changes lives, since so many other 
churches can’t match our commitment to unconditional love, inclusion and grace.   
 Those outside us should be invited to know us!  So let’s keep thinking about how to package that message in 
ways they’ll understand and find attractive enough to look inside. 
 

Grace and Peace, 
Shane 
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First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) Montgomery, Alabama exists to  

demonstrate and proclaim God’s joyful, unconditional love and to provide an  

inclusive environment of spiritual growth and nurturing for God’s children. 



 

“Unfulfilled and fulfilled promise are related to each other, 

as are dawn and sunrise. Both are promise and in fact the 

same promise. If anywhere at all, then it is precisely in the 

light of the coming of Christ that faith has become Advent 

faith, the expectation of future revelation. But faith knows 

for whom and for what it is waiting. It is fulfilled faith 

because it lays hold on the fulfilled promise.” ~ Karl Barth 

 

The season of Advent begins in November. The four weeks 

preceding Christmas are meant to prepare our hearts and 

minds for reflecting on Christ's first coming, and for fulfilling 

the promise of a second coming.  

 

To call the mood, the music is somber, full of yearning and 

hope, somewhat haunting. Words reflect the story of a 

people in exile, waiting for a Messiah. The music serves the 

purpose of building hope, but also sets a sharp contrast to 

the joyful burst of music we sing for Christmas and through 

the first week of January. Christmas gives us the revelation 

of a promise fulfilled, prayers answered, hope reinforced.  

 

It's fitting that Advent, in contrast to Christmas, is a much 

longer season. Don't we spend most of our lives hoping, 

praying, waiting for the fulfillment of one  

promise or another?  

 

I found this excerpt of an article:  

 

Life Is an Advent Season 

CONNECTIONS, 11-28-93 

   "Life is a constant Advent season: we are continually 

waiting to become, to discover, to complete, to fulfill. Hope, 

struggle, fear, expectation and fulfillment are all part of our 

Advent experience. 

   "The world is not as just, not as loving, not as whole as we 

know it can and should be. But the coming of Christ and his 

presence among us—as one of us—give us reason to live in 

hope: that light will shatter the darkness, that we can be 

liberated from our fears and prejudices, that we are never 

alone or abandoned. 

   "May this Advent season be a time for bringing hope, 

transformation and fulfillment into the Advent of our lives." 

Advent is the perfect time to join the choir. Sing with us as 

we wait and as we welcome the Messiah into our presence 

and into our souls all over again.  
 

Su Ofe 

Director of Music 

Again this Thanksgiving Season, you will have an 

opportunity to help prepare and serve our food 

ministry recipients a wonderful Thanksgiving  

meal on November 16th. We will also have our 

regular food distributions. We will need 

volunteers as follows: 

9:00 a.m. -kitchen help 

11:00 a.m. - servers and clean up  

Doors will open at 11:45 a.m. for our guests. 

October is set aside as Stewardship Month,  a time 

the congregation focuses on how we can support the 

2017 Budget of  

First Christian Church.   

Our budget provides the resources for First 

Christian Church to remain and grow as a vibrant, 

loving Servant Church in the Community. Please 

turn in your pledge cards ASAP so we can complete 

this campaign successfully!  

Don McCanless 

 

Sunday 

November 6, 2:00 a.m. 

Don’t forget to set your clocks back an hour before 
you go to bed Saturday night.   

 



The Thanksgiving Offering benefits the Colleges, 

Universities, Seminaries, and Divinity Houses affiliated 

with the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). The 

Thanksgiving Offering also provides scholarship and 

support for those pursuing theological education at one of 

our seven seminaries or divinity houses.  

We will be collecting the Thanksgiving Offering on 

November 13th & 20th.  

Please give generously to this year’s Thanksgiving Offering. 

On November 8 at 5:45pm,  

We will host a brief communion service in our sanctuary.   

Please vote, then attend and invite friends, neighbors and 
co-workers. 

After all, national elections threaten to divide us further 
into competing tribes and identities.  As Christians, 

however, we believe we are  

One- always and forever- through God's unconditional 
love.  So we will gather to celebrate that eternal unity and 

proclaim its healing grace to a world still in need. 

Our Celebration Sunday potluck luncheon will be 
November 6th.   

 We will gather around the tables in the Great Hall and 
celebrate our mission as a church for 2016, and our plans 
for 2017. If you have not yet turned in your 2017 pledge 

card, please do so soon. Thank you for your generous 
stewardship! 

Our permanent fund initial investment was $33,100 in the 

second quarter of 2008.  As of the end of September 2016, 

the value of the permanent fund is $101,652.  Our total 

contributions to the fund amount to $98,520, and income 

earnings and account value changes have added $20,338 to 

our fund.  Also, we have received annual distributions from 

the fund amounting to $17,205.  The funds from the annual 

distributions are allocated to support local mission programs 

(60%), support retirement of the church’s mortgage (30%), 

and support the church’s operations budget (10%). 

     Our Legacy Builders initiative was started in 2012 with 

the intent of enhancing and increasing the Permanent Fund, 

which provides for the future growth and outreach missions 

of First Christian Church.  There are eleven families/

individuals who are Legacy Builders, and our goal is have 

many, many more folks added to our Legacy Builders 

Plaque.  We invite all who have been part of our history and 

who care about our future to become Legacy Builders 

through contributions at any time and/or end of life planned 

giving.   

     Our Legacy Builders brochure has detailed information on 

how to become a Legacy Builder.  Also, Permanent Fund 

Trustees are available to answer questions or provide 

additional information that you might need.  Legacy Builders 

was initiated to increase/enhance our Permanent Fund; 

however, legacy gifts can also be designated to all other 

church funds (i.e. general fund, capital campaign fund, food 

ministry fund, etc.).  First Christian Church is already 

benefiting from the thoughtful planning and generosity of 

FCC Legacy Builders.  Our “Have You Considered” Poster 

and Legacy Builders Plaque are displayed in the Great Hall.  

We will continue to add names to the plaque as folks include 

FCC in their planned giving or make designated 

contributions.  Please contact Permanent Fund Trustees or 

the church office for additional information. 

     The 2016 Permanent Fund Trustees are:  Don Snyder, 

Jimmy Sanders, Jayne Meyer, Janus Frisbee, Tony Thacker, 

and Dixie Robinson.   

Seniors will meet on November 10, 2016 at 11:00 am 

for Super Seniors. Nicole McGough will prepare 

lunch ($5 a person). Come and enjoy some relaxing 

time before the busy holiday season begins. Please 

sign-up on the information desk in the Great Hall. 

This year, we are returning to our tradition of each 

family bringing one "signed" Christmas card to share 

with our FCC family. These cards will posted where 

the entire congregation can see and enjoy them. 

However, please continue to mail Christmas cards to 

our shut-ins, as they always love to hear from you. 
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